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The Northern and Southern FPO Divisions had another dynamic year in 
2017. We participated in numerous state and national code committees 
and workgroups related to mobile refueling, distilleries, and special event 

structures. Our members have been active on State Fire Marshal Task Forces 
for L and E Occupancies as well as for Chapter 7A construction requirements 
within wildland-urban interface areas. Our Legislative Committee continues 
to participate on the state’s Legislative Task Force that reviewed many bill 
proposals, including those on accessory dwelling units, plant extraction and 
processing, and planning and development review approvals.

We continue to be very involved in the International Code Council (ICC) code 
development process, concentrating on the protection of our California 
communities and fire service personnel. While this has been a non-code 
hearing year, committees are already working on proposals and preparing 
to review the anticipated 1,000 code proposals that will be heard during the 
2021 Fire and Building Code Committee Action Hearings in Columbus, Ohio 
in April 2018. Topics of interest include, but are not limited to, residential 
fire sprinklers, mobile refueling, semi-flammable refrigerants, tiny houses, 
accessory dwelling units, plant processing and extraction, and energy 
storage systems. Both Divisions are moving forward with several new code 
proposals to be heard at the Hearings including fire control rooms in “wide 
rise” buildings, commercial reloading, fire resistive tarpaulins, underground 
storage tanks (UST) monitoring, fire alarm future interconnect for multi-family 
residential occupancies, elevator lobby storage, organic peroxide storage, 
containment pallets, fire department access for hazardous occupancies, and 
emergency responder radio coverage future pathways.

To further represent the California Fire Chiefs Association, both Presidents 
attended National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) Annual Business 
Meeting and Conference in Boston as well as attended the International 
Fire Marshals Association’s annual meeting. Many members from both FPO 
Divisions continued to actively participate on NFPA committees and their 
national voting process to stay involved in current issues. Both Presidents 
also attended California Building Officials’ (CALBO) annual business meeting 
and conference in Newport Beach in our effort to maintain the collaborative 
working relationship with our building official partners. The annual 
California Fire Prevention Institute’s Workshop held in Buellton in March was 
well attended by both Divisions and was the venue for the 2017 Board of 
Directors installation ceremony.

Our commitment to provide training and education classes throughout 
California was evident by the various classes our Divisions sponsored. 
Classes related to residential care facilities, clinics and hospitals, California 
statutes and regulations, fire alarm plan review and fire sprinkler hydraulics, 
NFPA 2 Hydrogen Fuel Cells, big-box store fire protection, and code adoption 
process and procedures were well attended. Both the Northern and Southern 
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Divisions were excited to be approved by the International Code Council as 
ICC Preferred Providers which allows us to offer continuing education units 
toward ICC certifications at the classes we offer.

The California Fire Prevention Institute (CFPI) is celebrating its 28th year in 
2018 and they have planned all year to bring us the best training, resources, 
and contacts to the fire service of California. Throughout the year, they have 
organized classes with topics that will be most beneficial to our participants 
and acquire the best instruction. We would like to thank everyone for making 
CFPI a success each year and look forward to providing ongoing quality 
training, including keeping things interesting in 2018 by bringing back some 
Friday morning classes. We applaud the CFPI committee: Penni Overstreet-
Murphy, Rick Rodewald, Rick Terry, Gini Krippner, Chris Gomez, Lorin Neyer, 
Terri Leyton, and Ray Bizal.

The Northern Division’s 8th annual Driving Ahead for Prevention Golf 
Tournament was held on September 8 in Napa. It was our most well attended 
compared to previous years with 145 golfers playing the course. Golfers and 
sponsors enjoyed the day together while raising money for the Alisa Ann 
Ruch Burn Foundation (AARBF) and the Firefighters Burn Institute (FFBI). The 
collective energy from everyone at the event made it a great and rewarding 
day.

The Northern and Southern FPO Divisions are committed to excellence in 
all of our activities. We strive to collectively work with our state, national, 
and private partners to provide fire prevention and safety education and 
guidance to all in the California fire service. All of this is done with the idea 
that together we can achieve higher success than as individuals alone and 
look forward to future endeavors where we can all make a difference for the 
protection and service of our communities.

Christine Reed Mark Dossett
President, Northern FPO Division President, Southern FPO Division
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COMMITTEE
BUILDING STANDARDS

N O R T H E R N

CO-CHAIRS
Rian Evitt
San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District
revitt@srvfire.ca.gov

Jessica Walton
Woodland Fire Department
Jessica.walton@cityofwoodland.org

This year the Building Standards Committee worked on various projects supporting the national and state code 
development processes as well as general membership interests. We participated in the State intervening code 
cycle by participating in the teleconferences. Our Committee participated in the International Code Council 

Committee by bringing forward code changes proposed by our members. We have established partnerships with the 
Fire Code Committee and SoCal Code committees, who we collaborated and communicated with for these code change 
proposals.

The Building Standards Committee held classes this year in June. We hosted the California State Fire Marshal Residential 
Care and two statutes and regulations classes.

In an effort to increase member participation, the Building Standards Committee continued efforts to recruit new 
committee members. Committee members now include individuals from the fire service, building departments, and 
related design professionals. Committee members met to stay involved and up to date with the code development 
process, as well as discuss additional pertinent issues facing the fire service.
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COMMITTEE
FIRE CODE

N O R T H E R N

CHAIR
Tracie Dutter
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department
tdutter@lpfire.org

This year, the Fire Code Committee was fully engaged with the International Fire Code Development cycle, and we 
would like to thank the Fire Code Committee members for the knowledge, experience, and time contributed to 
this important effort. We worked with our Southern California counterparts to develop code change proposals for 

the 2021 International Fire Code.

During 2017, Committee Co-chair George Laing was reassigned to other work duties within his department which 
resulted in George’s resignation from this committee.  We would like to thank George for his years of participation on 
the Fire Code Committee and his tenure as Co-chair.

As described, we were successful in meeting our primary goal this year to maintain an active, effective, and ongoing 
presence in national and state code development processes, through participation, submission, review, attendance, 
and partnerships. We also continue to strengthen our relationships with our Southern California counterparts, California 
State Fire Marshal, local associations, and our internal committees.

In an effort to increase member participation, the Fire Code Committee continued efforts to recruit new Committee 
members that now include individuals from the fire service, building departments, and related design professional 
backgrounds. Committee members meet to stay involved and up to date with the code development process, as well as 
discuss additional pertinent issues facing the fire service and to cohesively work on Committee projects. The Fire Code 
Committee continues to support the organization by suggesting training courses for California Fire Prevention Institute 
and training throughout the year to the appropriate committees.

We look forward to a productive and busy 2018. As your chair, I would like to thank everyone who dedicated their 
time, effort, and knowledge to the Fire Code Committee. It is your commitment, involvement, and expertise that come 
together for a successful and purposeful committee. And I would like to give a special thanks to the NorCal FPO Executive 
Board for their continued support!
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COMMITTEE
FIRE AND BUILDING CODE

S O U T H E R N

The Fire and Building Code Committee meets at Orange County Fire Authority headquarters on the fourth Thursday 
of each month, unless otherwise announced. The Code Committee proposes and evaluates changes to the model 
codes including the International Fire Code, Building Code, and Residential Code. The Committee is also active in 

the State Fire Marshal rulemaking process and actively participates on subcommittees and task groups. The Committee 
members come from as far north as Ventura and as far south as San Diego. 

The majority of 2017 has been dedicated to drafting code change proposals for the 2021 International Fire Code and 
International Building Code. Representatives from the north and south code committees work together to craft and 
finalize proposals to be submitted to the International Code Council (ICC) to be heard at ICC Code Committee Hearings 
in the spring of 2018. Code Committee members will be present at the spring Code Committee hearings in Columbus, 
OH to present code change proposals and provide testimony. 

Committee members have been busy participating in ICC’s Fire Code Action Committee (FCAC) and FCAC subcommittees 
in regards to Mobile Fueling, Distilleries, Tents and Canopies, and High-pile Storage. Committee members have also 
been actively participating in the State Fire Marshals’ L Occupancy task group evaluating changes to the L Occupancy 
provisions in the California Building Code, as well as the Wildfire Protection Building Construction Task Force reviewing 
proposed revisions to strengthen construction in the Wildland Urban Interface.  

The Code Committee has seen great participation this year and the addition of many new active members that have 
brought their experience and expertise to the table in many ways. As always, thank you to all of the Southern California 
Code Committee members and our counterparts in Northern California for their dedication and hard work year after 
year. We could not be successful without each and every one of you!

CO-CHAIRS
Adria Smith
Riverside County Fire Department
Adriar@moval.org

Mark Dossett
San Diego Fire-Rescue
MDossett@sandiego.gov

Kevin Reinertson
Riverside County Fire Department
Kevin.reinsertson@fire.ca.gov
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COMMITTEE
FIRE EQUIPMENT & DEVICES

N O R T H E R N

The Fire Equipment and Devices Committee helped organize and facilitate two residential fire sprinkler symposiums, 
one in Southern California and the other in Northern California. The symposiums brought together presenters 
consisting of a building official, fire official, ICC representative, Bay Area water purveyor, and NFSA representative. 

Topics discussed included water supply arrangements, backflows, standby fees, and local amendments to State and 
model codes. The symposiums were well attended by various public and private disciplines. The Committee hopes to 
continue these symposiums into the next year. 

With the implementation period for the Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) Sprinkler Certification Program beginning 
January 1, 2018, the Committee attended various local and regional FPO chapter meetings to continue to inform and 
educate on the requirements and implementation phases of the Program. Outreach was also provided to fire sprinkler 
contractors in the Sacramento Valley region.

The Committee continues to be part of the NFPA California Fire Sprinkler Coalition and chairs its monthly teleconference 
meetings, in addition to attending the semi-annual face to face meetings. This year, one of our committee members 
traveled to Quincy, MA to attend their annual summit. The summit was attended by co-chairs from several states 
throughout the nation and covered multiple topics such as relationship building with state and federal representatives, 
increasing coalition participation, and nu merous case studies. The California Coalition, specifically, is organizing an 
educational program targeting real estate agents. This program is planned to be phased in throughout 2018.

CO-CHAIRS
Jose Colin
Woodland Fire Department
jose.colin@cityofwoodland.org

Steve Fox
Sprinkler Fitters U.A. Local 483
steve@sprinklerfitters483.org
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COMMITTEE
FIRE EQUIPMENT & DEVICES

S O U T H E R N

The goal of the Southern Division Fire Protection Equipment and Devices (FPED) Committee for the year 2017 was 
to continue recruiting new members and revive participation of existing members on Committee projects and 
activities. The FPED Committee continues to enhance our relationships with the California Office of the State Fire 

Marshal (OSFM), their respective advisory committees, NFPA, ICC, National Fire Sprinkler Association (NFSA), American 
Fire Sprinkler Association (AFSA), California Automatic Fire Alarm Association (CAFAA) and various industry stakeholders 
that have a direct impact on issues related to fire protection equipment and also the development of future codes and 
standards as they relate to fire prevention.

The FPED Committee had the following accomplishments in 2017:

1. We have actively participated with stakeholders in reviewing legislation and proposed regulations as assigned 
and offered constructive feedback and recommendations for support or opposition to the Southern California 
Fire Prevention Officers Executive Board.

2. We have provided the Southern California Code Committee a code proposal for the 2021 IFC, clarifying the 
requirements in IFC Section 907.5.2.3.3, providing future expandability for visible notification in R-2 dwelling 
units.

3. We revised the Fire Alarm Plan Check Checklist to be current with NFPA 72, 2016 Edition.

4. A Committee member had a contractor who was using a magnet to test the smoke detection on a new multi-
criteria detector, not an acceptable practice per NFPA 72. Multi-criteria detectors sense for smoke, heat, and 
carbon monoxide simultaneously. After reviewing the manufacturer’s data sheet, we could see the contractor’s 
interpretation of the testing procedure. The Committee contacted the manufacturer with our concerns and the 
manufacturer clarified the testing protocol.

5. We reviewed a new product that provides a CPVC flexible tube to the upstream side of a duct detector to inject 
test gas into the duct to test the duct detector.

6. The 2018 IFC will include a Chapter 38, which identifies the requirements for Processing and Extraction Facilities. 
In these occupancies, flammable liquids and gases and simple asphyxiate gases are being used to process 
cannabis. The 2018 IFC requires gas detection systems complying with UL864 or UL2017. We cannot identify any 
gas detection systems that meet these listings. Committee members meet with the OSFM about the issue and the 
OSFM is developing an Information Bulletin to help local agencies enforce this requirement, with the mid-cycle 
adoption in August, 2018.

CO-CHAIRS
James Carver
El Segundo Fire Department
jcarver@elsegundo.org

Bruce Lecair
National Fire Sprinkler Association
lecair@nfsa.org
Kevin.reinsertson@fire.ca.gov



2017 ANNUAL REPORT - 11

COMMITTEE
FIRE SERVICE EDUCATION

N O R T H E R N

The primary goal of the Fire Service Education Committee is to “Identify education and training needs of fire service 
and private fire prevention industry professionals and stakeholders, strategically plan, promote and manage classes 
and seminars with the goal of improving the skills, knowledge, and technical understanding of fire prevention and 

fire protection codes, regulations, and technology.” 

During this past year, the Fire Service Education Committee completed that goal by conducting eight classes with a 
wide diversity of subject matter to 164 students throughout Northern California. The spreadsheet below lists the class 
subject, the months the classes occurred, and number of students instructed on behalf of the Northern California Fire 
Prevention Officers Association. 

During 2017, the Fire Service Education Committee successfully enrolled in the ICC Preferred Provider Program and 
offered students Continuing Education Credits for the first time. Going forward, each of the classes offered by the 
Northern California Fire Prevention Officers that are approved by the ICC Preferred Provider Program are now registered 
and CEUs are available for our students through ICC. 

Class Name Date(s) # of  
Attendees

Community Risk Education 1/31-2/2 25
Fire Alarm Plan Review 4/18-20 14

Clinics and Hospital  
Review & Inspection 6/7 31

Clinics and Hospital  
Review & Inspection 6/8 33

Residential Care Facilities 6/20 20
Statutes and Regulations 6/21-22 24

Fire Alarm Plan Review 10/10-12 9
Fire Prevention  
3-A Hydraulics 10/30-11/3 8

  TOTAL 164  
students

CO-CHAIRS
Patrick Chew
Roseville Fire Department
PChew@roseville.ca.us

Bruce Lecair 
National Fire Sprinkler Association
lecair@nfsa.org

GOALS FOR 2018
1. Continue to seek training opportunities to provide 

updates on the newly adopted California Codes 
and Regulations as well as revisions to the newly 
adopted standards. 

2. Monitor trends and innovations in new technology 
and provide training and education opportunities 
to meet the education and awareness needs of our 
membership. 

3. Continue to seek partnerships in education that 
will assist in providing high quality training and 
education while meeting the economic challenges 
and needs of our membership.

4. Develop and implement a training plan that will 
enable our members to systematically complete 
the California Fire Service Training and Education 
System Fire Prevention Certification Courses.   
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COMMITTEE
FIRE SERVICE EDUCATION

S O U T H E R N

The Committee is pleased to welcome Nicole Pesqueira as the new fire service education committee co-chair. 
Nicole has worked in the fire service since January 2009 starting with the Orange City Fire Department, Pasadena 
Fire Department, and currently Brea Fire Department. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Associates of 

Science in Fire Technology and Public Fire Safety Education. Since January 2017, Nicole has volunteered to assist with 
training efforts, and was asked to join the Committee as a Co-Chair in November 2017.

STATUS OF LAST YEAR’S GOALS
COMPLETED Fire Alarm Plan Review and Inspection classes

IN-PROGRESS CFC Overview/Significant Changes (roll-out of the ICC/SCFPO partnership    
initiative described below)

IN-PROGRESS Complete the process for a CFC Proficiency Examination with ICC (described below)

COMPLETED Big Box 101 Class

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Big Box 101 was accomplished in February 1, 2017 at the City of Brea with a sold out attendance of over 50 students. 
It was a comprehensive full-day seminar discussing Fire Protection/Life Safety perspectives of large “box” warehouses. 
Leading experts from fire protection engineering, architecture, contracting, and authority having jurisdiction presented 
at the seminar including Mike Gill (RGA Architects); Elly Klausbruckner (Klausbruckner & Associates); Garner Palenske 
(Jensen-Hughes); and Jack Thacker (Shambaugh & Son).

Fire Alarm Plan Review Workshop was held on May 23, 2017. This was a full-day workshop focused on fire alarm plan 
review based on the CFC and NFPA 72 instructed by Scott Corrin, UC-Riverside Fire Marshal (retired), SCFPO Past 
President, and NFPA 72 Committee ITM member. Students broke out into small groups to perform actual plan reviews. 
Class was held at Riverside County Headquarters with a sold out attendance of 34 students.

Residential Care Facilities class was held at the City of Corona Fire Prevention Office on July 19, 2017 with a sold-out 
attendance of 27. This was a full-day course covering laws and regulations related to these complex facilities including 
occupancy classifications, egress arrangements, and bedridden regulations. The instructors were Ernie Paez, Division 
Chief, and Fred Paesano, Supervising Deputy State Fire Marshal, Office of the State Fire Marshal.

The two-day SFM fundamental course, Statutes and Regulations, was held July 25-26, 2017.The instructors were Ernie 
Paez, Division Chief, Office of the State Fire Marshal, and Greg Andersen, Division Chief, Office of the State Fire Marshal. 
Class was held at Riverside County Fire Marshal’s Office with a sold-out attendance of 22.

Fire Prevention 3A, a four-day “crash” course on hydraulics for fire sprinkler systems, was held October 2-6, 2017. This 
was the last offering of Fire Prevention 3A. We are grateful that our counterpart from Northern California FPO Education 
Committee Co-chair Patrick Chew traveled to Southern California to make this available. Instructors were Patrick Chew, 
Roseville Fire Department and Co-chair, Northern California FPO Fire Service Education Committee. Classes were held at 
the City of Brea with 12 in attendance. 

continued...
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CO-CHAIRS
Jason Nailon
Apple Valley Fire Department
Jnailon@applevalleyfd.com

Jeff Halpert
Glendale Fire Department
jhalpert@ci.glendale.ca.us

Nicole Pesqueira
Brea Fire Department
nicolepe@cityofbrea.net 

Strictly Residential Plan Review was a two-day course held November 15 and 29, 2017. This course covered the 
fundamentals of residential fire sprinkler systems including design, plan review, installation, and inspection; the 
intent and distinctions between the different standards NFPA 13D, 13R and 13, basic hydraulics, and water supplies. 
The instructor was Steve Leyton, President of Protection Design and Consulting and member of the NFPA 13 Technical 
Committee. Classes were held at the City of Brea with 24 in attendance.

ICC / SCFPO PARTNERSHIP – NEW COURSE AND EXAMINATION
The ICC and SCFPO Education Committee are continuing to develop a fire code course catering to California and an 
examination to prove competency in the California Fire Code. State Fire Training is supportive and participating in 
discussions. This will complement the State Fire Marshal Training program.

OUTLOOK FOR 2018
• Plan Review scheduled for January 2018 

• Strictly Residential Plan Review continued with class #3 

• Complete the process for a CFC Training Course and CFC Proficiency Examination with ICC (described above)

• CSFM classes on the Community Risk Reduction and Fire Marshal series track

• Fire Sprinkler field acceptance tests

• Haz-Mat for the Fire Inspector

FIRE SERVICE EDUCATION COMMITTTEE
continued...
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COMMITTEE
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

N O R T H E R N

This year the Hazardous Materials Committee focused on hazmat-related discussions centered on newer 
technologies that are not currently addressed in Fire Codes. Some of these topics include used battery storage, 
cannabis extraction facilities, on-demand mobile fueling of gasoline vehicles, and liquid carbon dioxide beverage 

dispensing systems. Some of these topics have significant code change proposals or revisions being considered at the 
state or national level. 

Committee Co-chair Kilpatrick participated in the Western Regional Fire Code Action Committee mobile fueling 
workgroup that met periodically to develop additional code changes to the mobile fueling regulations that were new 
in the 2018 edition of the Fire Code.  

Both Committee Co-chairs Kilpatrick and Hall are serving on the task force for the State Fire Marshal’s review and update 
of the L occupancy and have attended most of the three to four meetings (via conference call) in 2017. The task force 
will recommend changes for the 2022 California Building Code.

Additionally, Committee Co-chair Kilpatrick serves as a principal and fire service enforcer on the NFPA 400 (Hazardous 
Materials Code) Technical Committee. She attended the second draft meeting hosted at Underwriter’s Laboratories 
headquarters in Deerpark, IL to review content for the 2018 edition of NFPA 400. 

Committee Co-chair Hall serves as a principal and fire prevention enforcer on the NFPA 45 (Standard on Fire Protection 
for Laboratories Using Chemicals) Technical Committee. She attended the first draft meeting in Arlington, VA in 2017 for 
proposed changes to the next edition. 

Committee Co-chair Hall served as a fire service representative on the advisory committee for a Cal/OSHA review of 
flammable liquids in laboratories in July 2017. There was discussion of revising the Cal/OSHA language to more closely 
reflect Federal OSHA and Fire and Building Code requirements regarding storage of flammable liquids in laboratories. 
Ultimately, the Cal/OSHA board ruled in favor of not implementing any changes. 

The Committee continued its efforts and ongoing goal to increase member participation and recruit new members. 
Member attendance and participation was regular at monthly Northern California meetings. Committee Co-chairs 
Kilpatrick and Hall are committed to continuing to encourage and inspire new fire service members to participate in 
this important technical Committee.

No formal training classes were hosted by the Hazardous Materials Committee in 2017 but the Committee Co-chairs 
continue to work with the Fire Service Education Committee to identify and bring forward classes to assist fire inspectors. 

CO-CHAIRS
Lynne M. Kilpatrick
Sunnyvale Public Safety
lkilpatrick@sunnyvale.ca.gov

Megan Hall
University of California, Berkeley
mchall@berkeley.edu
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COMMITTEE
LEGISLATIVE

N O R T H E R N 
&

S O U T H E R N

In the aftermath of accessory dwelling units being adopted, the wake of the Ghostship Fire, the U.S. withdrawal from 
the Paris Agreement, and late season wildfires in Sonoma, Napa, Ventura, San Diego, it was an interesting year to be 
working with the legislature. It will also be an interesting upcoming year given we are going into the second year of a 

two-year legislative session.

With the approval of accessory dwelling units and junior accessory dwelling units in 2016 we saw a wave of bills 
introduced to address this issue with much focus centered on ministerial review as well as ministerial review of 
residential and multi-residential. It is thought that this is the key to flooding the market with more affordable housing. 
The FPOs working through the CFCA-FDAC Legislative Task Force took overall opposition unless fire service review was 
permitted without ministerial review as well as attempting to recover fire service costs to review and consider new 
developments. Although a few bills still made it through, we remain resilient and watchful of any bill that addresses the 
overall development process, which the fire service plays a significant role in.

The Ghostship Fire again highlighted California’s issues with affordable housing. Bills were introduced to expand the 
location of residency within commercial and industrial buildings. FPO representatives worked with staff from Senator 
McGuire’s office looking at a number of different proposals to consider for legislation to ensure another Ghostship Fire 
never happens again.

One of the biggest changes to occur in state law was suspension and eventual removal of SRA WUI fees associated with 
Wildland Urban Interface parcels. Agreements were made in the State through Cap And Trade AB398 (Garcia) to ensure 
the state fire service would retain the monies lost. Arguments were made by the CFCA attempting to provide funding 
for the deployment and staging of resources at the local level for the types of wildfires we have been experiencing in 
Napa, Sonoma, and Ventura counties.

CO-CHAIRS
Randy Metz
Carlsbad Fire Department
randy.metz@carlsbadca.gov

Rocque Yballa
Central County Fire Department
ryballa@ccfd.org

George Apple
CSG Consultants
georgeapple@frontiernet.net
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COMMITTEE
MARKETING & MEMBERSHIP

N O R T H E R N

Guiding the work of the Marketing & Membership Committee is the goal of promoting the Association, its 
activities, and its members in order to support the Association’s growth and effectiveness. Active and visible 
participation in the Association’s monthly events, charity golf fundraiser, and signature event, the California 

Fire Prevention Institute, supports a good example and importantly is where we secure the photos, videos, social media 
posts, announcements and more, to promote enthusiasm and involvement in our shared association. Photos provided 
therein have been taken by committee co-chair, Rich Hallock.

On your phone, and on your computer, find and bookmark our Facebook “NorCal Fire Prevention Officers Assn”  
https://www.facebook.com/NorCalFPOs/

Friend, follow, like, comment, and share the social media posts. Plus, chances are good that there is a nice photo of you 
enjoying a Northern California FPO meeting or event. You are invited to share the post and the photo with the people 
who support your continued participation in the Association, and with people whom you would like to see join as 
members. Northern California FPO is a hard-working Association and its members and guests also have fun at every 
meeting. It benefits the Association when we all share this with members, prospects, and supporters.

GOAL
Promote the Northern California Fire Prevention Officers Association to members, prospective members, supporting 
vendors, and related sections of the Fire Service to help keep the Association vibrant, relevant, and growing.

SUPPORTING ACTIONS
1. Monthly Northern California FPO meetings. Publicize monthly meetings with photos, social media posts, and 

invitations. Attend and actively participate with raffle prizes, and more.

2. California Fire Prevention Institute. Extensive social media promotion of this annual event, plus active participation 
as volunteers.

3. Charity golf fundraiser. Promote the event by inviting participants, securing raffle prize donations, and goodie 
bag items. Volunteer at the event and publicize the event with photos and videos on social media and to 
the participants directly. Provide photographs and video clips of the event to sponsors and vendors for their 
promotional purposes.

4. Annual Report and Directory are both recipients of photographs taken throughout the year at Northern California 
FPO meetings and events.

How is the Northern California Fire Prevention Officers Association valuable to you? Let us know in a social media post, 
short story, photo essay, or any format that works for you, and your Marketing & Membership Committee can make use 
of it.

CO-CHAIRS
Eric Govan
City of Richmond Fire Department
Eric_Govan@ci.richmond.ca.us

Rich Hallock
The Greenspan Co./Adjusters International
rich@greenspan-ai.com
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COMMITTEE
PUBLIC EDUCATION

N O R T H E R N

The Northern California Public Education Committee aims to educate the public on preventing fires and injuries 
before they occur. Public Education personnel serve as a vital link between the fire department and the community. 
Public Education Committee meetings introduce members to the latest and greatest fire and injury prevention 

information and programs.

Committee members meet monthly to exchange information on local, state, and national fire and life safety outreach 
programs. Committee meetings typically consist of a guest speaker or member presentation, Committee business items, 
and roundtable time. During the roundtable, each attendee shares what their department is working on, challenges 
they face, and events occurring in their community. This exchange of ideas was extremely valuable in 2017 as there 
is typically only one staff person assigned to public education in each department. The Northern California Public 
Education Committee holds meetings on the second Wednesday of every month from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.

The Committee chose to hold our meetings in Pittsburg, CA on the second Wednesday of each month at the Contra Costa 
County Fire Protection District Fire Prevention Office. This is a central location for many of our members and helped with 
consistency. Attendance at our meetings has varied with between five to 10 Committee members attending regularly. 
The Committee enjoyed participation from partners beyond the fire service this year, including hospitals and burn 
foundations.

Throughout the year we continued to reach out to departments that weren’t currently involved in the Northern 
California Public Education Committee. Our membership numbers have increased and other departments that haven’t 
been involved in the Committee in the past are now attending regularly. In the next year, we are adding in a conference 
call line to include those individuals that cannot attend in person. 

Our main goal as a Committee for the year was to create standardization for some of the topics that as Public Educators, 
we teach on a daily basis. The three topics that were chosen were: (1) Stop Drop and Roll, (2) Two Ways Out, and (3) Smoke 
Alarms. The reason these topics were chosen is because in the Public Education world they are the most controversial 
in how we should be teaching them, language that needs to be used, and appropriate age groups to teach to. We 
held a teleconference and in attendance were representatives from Safe Kids World Wide, USFA, and NFPA as well as 
various members from the Committee. While there is still work to do, the meeting was incredibly beneficial in getting 
the conversation started with other fire safety organizations on standardizing messaging.

The Northern California Public Education Committee continues to send out monthly emails, collecting public education 
news items from around the country.

CO-CHAIRS
Daniel Chacon
Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation
dchacon@aarbf.org

Brittany Lemon
Cosumnes Fire Department
brittanylemon@csdfire.com
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COMMITTEE
PUBLIC EDUCATION

S O U T H E R N

The Southern California Public Education Committee continued to grow in membership, while still  
maintaining our standard core of members. There was lively discussion and lots of resource sharing that occurred 
all year long.

February 1, 2017 was hosted by Monrovia Fire in a rustic cabin where our members participated in a round table 
sharing of resources.

March 17, 2017 was our joint meeting with Northern California Public Education Committee.

April 5, 2017 was hosted by Cal Fire San Bernardino with a presentation from the Fire and Burn Foundation and a tour 
of Cal Fire’s Museum.

June 7, 2017 was hosted by Costa Mesa where we had a review of the California Fire Service Training Institute (FSTI) as 
well as resource training.

September 6, 2017 was hosted by Chino Valley Fire where we had a presentation from their Household Hazardous 
Waste and Water Departments. We also had a presentation on First Care Provider.

Our November meeting was canceled due to several fires occurring and anticipated low attendance.

CO-CHAIRS
Penni Overstreet-Murphy
Redlands Fire Department 
poverstreet-murphy@cityofredlands.org 

Cathey Mattingly
CAL FIRE
Cathey.Mattingly@fire.ca.gov
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COMMITTEE
WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE

N O R T H E R N

To improve the diversity of representation, CAL FIRE Battalion Chief Mark Mondragon stepped down as Co-chair for 
the Northern California Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Committee. CAL FIRE Battalion Chief Mark Mondragon was 
replaced by Southern Marin Fire Protection District Fire Inspector Ryan Boykin. The Committee was also pleased to 

welcome Edith Hannigan from the Board of Forestry and Crystal Sujeski from the OSFM.

After a successful presentation at CFPI 2017 WUI day, the North and South WUI Committees agreed to prepare a 
cooperative presentation for CFPI 2018 WUI day. The Committees are finalizing details now.

Members of the WUI Committee worked diligently on the OSFM’s WUI Task Force in 2017 to review and recommend 
changes to Chapter 7A of the 2019 California Building Code. 

Co-chair Dwight Good continued his work with the Santa Clara and Santa Cruz counties’ FireSafe Councils, and the first 
FireWise Community in Santa Clara County launching the Ember Aware campaign. The campaign is designed to inform 
homeowners of the steps necessary to address the risks of fire from ember cast, working with the Santa Clara County 
Master Gardeners group to develop a fire-resistant landscaping program, and the Santa Clara County Firesafe Council to 
develop a new evacuation/preparedness presentation for homeowners in the WUI.

In response to the wine country fires, Co-chair Dwight Good proposed changes to the California Health and Safety Code 
that would require battery back-up and emergency lighting on all new residential garage door openers. Committee 
members will work to push this proposal forward in the 2018 legislative session.

In response to the wine country fires, Committee members also joined with the Public Education Committee to develop 
and deliver new messages from the WUI arena, including Ember Aware, evacuation/preparedness in the WUI, making 
sure homeowners know how to open their garage doors manually, and informing them of the options available.

The Northern California WUI Committee continues to monitor the Defensible Space Maintenance requirements found 
in Title 19, Public Resources Code, Government Code, and Title 14, to ensure consistency and the use of plain language. 
The Committee also recommends a broader application of these requirements based on fire hazard severity zones 
instead of jurisdictional boundaries, with an emphasis on access, egress, identification, and maintenance.

Co-chair Dwight Good was unable to secure research funding for a large-scale study of ignitability in landscape mulches. 
The Committee is working with the Arson/Bomb Task Force to coordinate the large-scale testing of several structural 
protection treatments advertised on the internet. 

The 2017 California wildland fire season produced some unprecedented fire behavior. Combined, 8,691 fires burned more 
than 1,148,386 acres, destroyed 9,461 structures, and claimed 43 lives. The October fire siege in our wine country regions 
quickly became the deadliest and most destructive in this 
State’s history, surpassing the 1991 Tunnel Fire.

Although this report focuses on the severe fires  
experienced in Northern California, the devastating 
December fires in southern California cannot be 
overlooked. The Northern and Southern California WUI 
Committees are working together to address lessons 
learned from what may be the worst wildfire season in 
state history. 

CO-CHAIRS
Dwight Good
CAL FIRE
Dwight.Good@fire.ca.gov

Ryan Boykin
Southern Marin Fire Protection District
rboykin@smfd.org
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S O U T H E R N

The Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Committee serves the CFCA-FPO and the community at large as a source of 
training programs relying primarily on the skill sets of the Committee members; on-going efforts in code change 
and code development; and a brokerage and clearinghouse for new techniques and technologies with respect to 

issues associated with the WUI.

The Committee activities continue to be focused on code development and training during the year. The 
implementation of a revised Chapter 7A in the CBC and the parallel evolution of the ICC produced numerous requests 
for interpretation as well as requests for educational presentations set-up by the California OSFM or the FPO Board. 
The Committee continues to be very active in code and standards development with Co-chair Don Oaks sitting on 
the ASTM E5.14 (WUI) Committee and NFPA Wildland and Rural Fire Protection Committee. Several members were 
active in the rewrite of CBC Chapter 7A. Past Co-chair Emeritus Rolland Crawford continues participation with ICC code 
development and training. Past Co-chair Mark Miller, Chief of the Cambria Fire Department, was the principle architect 
of a successful effort to legitimize the fire service role in controlling existing urban interface areas within the California 
Coastal Zone. Committee Co-chair Tom Peterson brings new energy to the Committee as well as a community that 
will serve as an ideal proving ground for techniques and technologies being explored, as Atascadero is a prototypical  
WUI-threatened community.

During the year we continued the legislative and training/education effort. The Committee recently presented a one-
day seminar on the subject of comprehensive fire safety requirements in the wildland urban interface. We will present 
this basic class at different locations during the coming years. Additional WUI subject classes using this basic class as 
a model will be made available regionally. We directed time and energy to the on-going improvement of attic and 
eave vent design and the ASTM development of ember intrusion test apparatus and protocols to standardize the 
approval of such products. We are reviewing mulches and chemical water additives with respect to ignition pathways. 
Committee members participated in the effort sponsored by San Diego County to develop a document for evaluation 
of fire protection planning with particular focus on integration with CEQA guidelines. Most recent effort was on multiple 
member participation in an SFM committee which reviewed CBC Chapter 7A and made recommendations for changes 
relating to accessory buildings, skylights, decks, and garage doors and redefining “heavy timber” and “ignition resistance.”

COMMITTEE
WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE

CHAIR
Tom Peterson
Atascadero Fire Department
tompeterson@atascadero.org

Don Oaks
Santa Barbara County Fire-Retired
donoaks@verizon.net

continued...
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We lost Jim Hunt (2nd from right 2nd row) in late 2016 and  
Scott Franklin (front row center) in early 2017. May they rest in peace.

Committee members are actively involved in the investigations and fact-findings associated with the more significant 
fires of each season, and use the acquired knowledge to continue our efforts in the code change process. This year 
four of our members were able to site-visit the Whittier Incident in Santa Barbara County, where several dozen young 
campers were forced to shelter-in-place for several hours due to the fire starting and immediately compromising all 
avenues of escape. Lessons learned include recognizing the value of providing mitigations sufficient to protect on site 
because there are times when you cannot “leave early.”  We are also experimenting with teleconferencing systems for 
our regular meetings, which should allow participation by a much larger percentage of the FPO membership. 

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE COMMITTTEE
continued...
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THE CHARLES H. GRAY  
MEMORIAL FUND  

SERVICE AWARD AND  
SCHOLARSHIP GRANT

Charles H. Gray served as fire marshal for the City of Santa Rosa Fire 
Department located in Sonoma County, California. He was a long-
time member of the California Fire Chiefs’ Association Fire Prevention 

Officers’ Section – Northern Division and rose up through the chairs to hold 
the office of president in 1977. 

Chief Gray contributed his time and talents to the betterment of the 
Association by promoting fire and life safety through code development 
processes and throughout the community. As a tribute to his dedicated 
service, the Charles H. Gray Memorial Fund Service Award and Scholarship 
program was established. 

The goal of the fund is to promote, recognize, and foster dedicated service 
in the field of fire prevention. An annual award is given to recognize one 
member of the Association who has exemplified the aforementioned goals. 
Additional awards and scholarships may be made as deemed appropriate 
by the Board of Directors. Scholarships and grants are available through an 
application process. Successful proposals are ones that best meet the intent 
and guidelines of the foundation.

APPLICANTS
Applications for scholarships/

program grants are accepted 

annually from June 1 –  

December 31. Scholarships and 

grants are awarded in March of the 

following year. For applications or 

information, write, call or email:

Charles H. Gray  
Memorial Fund
C/O Robert Marshall 
Contra Costa County Fire  
Protection District 
2010 Geary Road 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Call or Email 
(925) 941-3300 
rmars@cccfpd.org 

Charles H. Gray

PAST RECIPIENTS OF THE CHARLES H. GRAY  
MEMORIAL FUND SERVICE AWARD:
1985 Charles H. Gray
1986 James H, McLaughlin
1987 James Luce
1988 Lawrence Toellner
1989 William Greene
1990 Darrell W. Harguth
1991 Kenneth J. Slamon, Jr.
1991 Gale Bate
1992 Robert Burns
1993 John Gillilan
1994 Robert Kinney
1995 Joan Jennings
1996 Mary Cornelison
1997 Howard Hopper
1998 Dave Milanese                     
1999 Joe Perry
2000 Steve Hart

2001 Vernon Brown
2002 Fort Hartsfield
2003 Tonya Hoover
2004 Doug Williams
2005 Gene Gantt
2006 Rick Terry
2007 Forrest Craig
2008 Rick Rodewald
2009 Lorin Neyer
2010 Ken Wagner
2011 Kevin Reinertson
2012 Wes Arvin
2013 Morgana Yahnke
2014 Ray Bizal
2015 Gini Krippner
2016 Rocque Yballa

MOST RECENT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS:
2012 Isaac Mendel
2017 Cary Yballa
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PAST RECIPIENTS OF THE WILLIAM E. FOX AWARD:
1995 Sam Husoe Past President, SoCal FPO
1997 Bill Hopple Co-chair, SoCal FPO Devices  

Committee
2009 Rick Terry Past President, NorCal FPO, CFPI Workshop 

Co-chair
2010 Ken Kraus Past President, SoCal FPO
2012 Laura Blaul Past President, SoCal FPO
2013 Tommy Thompson Fullerton Fire Inspector
2014 Tonya Hoover Past President, NorCal FPO,  

State Fire Marshal
2015 Robert Espinosa SoCal FPO Liaison Chief
2016  James Carver Fire Marshal, El Segundo Fire Department

THE AWARD STATES:
In recognition of outstanding 

leadership, vision and continued 

dedication to the fire service and 

the causes of life safety and fire 

protection.

William E. Fox joined Inglewood Fire Department on September 1, 
1939. He spent 29 years, from September 1, 1940 to January 1, 
1969, as an officer in the Fire Prevention Office. He was promoted 

to Battalion Chief, serving to July 17, 1971 when he retired. His commitment 
to teaching the public to be safe from fire, earned him the affectionate titles 
of “Mr. Inglewood” and “Mr. Fire Prevention” among the young people and 
citizens of the community.

Captain Fox was president in 1948-1950 of the Harbor District Fireman’s 
Association and was president in 1949-1950 of the Southern California 
Conference of Fire Prevention Inspectors. He helped organize the California 
Conference of Arson Investigators and was President from 1957-1958. He 
also assisted organizing the Fire Prevention Section of California Fire Chiefs’ 
Association and served as president.

Aside from his fire service involvement, Captain Fox served 29 years on the 
Inglewood Employees Credit Union, serving six years as president. He was 
an active member of the Optimists, Elks, and Junior Chamber of Commerce; 
served on committees for the YMCA; assisted in awarding scholarships, 
and serving as president for the American Field Service Organization (AFS); 
member and president of his local Red Cross Chapter; and served on the 
Board of Directors of the Centinela Valley Historical Society.

The Award was created to exemplify outstanding efforts and development 
in the field of fire prevention. 

This year, the William E. Fox award was given to Randy Metz. 

THE WILLIAM E. FOX AWARD
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PICTURES
THE YEAR IN
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PICTURES
THE YEAR IN





MISSION STATEMENT

TO PROMOTE THE PROTECTION OF LIFE, PROPERTY, AND  

THE ENVIRONMENT FROM EFFECTS OF FIRE AND  

OTHER HAZARDOUS EVENTS THROUGH  

EDUCATION, ENGINEERING, AND ENFORCEMENT


